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(Ftvm lio-aaahold Word*. J

I.
Tho last acene in th*? tragedy wa* sn-

orted noaily twenty years a;.), bm

there Mill linger on a few old men and
.ROBBsn who remember tbe principal
orton, not al ihe commencement of the

Blory, bnt at il* strange termination.
Sixty year* ago tbe little village of

vTrayton-nii io- Hill was startled out ..f

lu usual drow.y round ol' existence by
n strange disappearance. Young Tom
Ridgway, thr brightest, frankest spirit
in the village, bb line and brave a young
Kngliihman a» ever ono could wish to

Bee, bad ahi*|>ercd the old. old story
toto Illirie) franklin's willing earn,

and youth and maid had solemnly
plighted then troth to each other under
ths fair new moon ono evening in June.
Mariel wa* the only child of one ol the

tcoman farmer* of the district, a bluff,
early, obstinate old countryman, hard-

beaded sn a -"-i. so fl-hear tod as lu*

daughter herself; a man great among
bis fellow* st msrket or harvest time,
but swsyerl in moat other mattera hy
the gently-expressed wishes of wife or

daughter.
.4 Thee might have looked higher,

lass," he said to his daughter, when
Tom avowed his love; 'the Squire
himself would ha4 been glad for thee
to he his wife."
But he said little more as he marked

the shadow that crossed his daughter's
face at ths mention of the 'Squire; be¬

sides. Tom waa in great ropute already
as a steady worker and energetic mai-

ter, and, on the whole. William Frank-
lin retlectad that he could scarcely hope
to give hi* daughter, or hiu daughter's
nice little fortune, into better hands.

I or once the old proverb wan eon-

tradictfl. Tbe BOOROO of true love ran

smoothly mn thc Uiver ".Vraye itself,
aud as the lirst sign* of winter ap¬

peared iht- fat rn house on the hillside
waa filled wilh bustle and excitement,
for wilh the new year Muriel wa* to

luTin her new li'e. and although ber

horns was waiting to receive her, there
was much lint* newing to do, and a

goodly store of house-linen to be pre¬
pared.
The village gossips had a fine time.

Mother Andrews, who kept the littlo
general shop in Church row ; Dame
Martin, primmest and fussiest ofschool-
miKtrc*.scH; her husband, cobbler on

week days, clerk and choir-master on

Sundays^ and in all capacities ..s great
B gossip as the women ; Aunt Muriel,
who must needs come to help her god¬
daughter's preparations.they weroall
constantly at ihe farm, made ever wel¬
come hy its mistress, who, however im¬

patient she might sometimes feel at thu
endless talking, always expressed her¬
self with gentleness and hospitality.
Tom, as br impatient lover, thought

that time had never passed so slowly,
and, man-like, could not see tho neces¬

sity of thc snowy piles of linen which
bis betrothed displayed with pardon¬
able pride. He pb adel bard that the

wedding should be on his birthday, in
the beginning of November, but Mrs.
Franklin was finn, and Muriel knew as

well asher mother that she could not
be ready before the end of the year,
and she, with her old-fashioned ideas,
would as soon have thought of letting
strangers sew her house-linen as of
marrying before it was all finished and
ready for use.

There was but one shadow upon the
brightness of her life at this time.
"William Franklin had made a guess at
the truth when he hinted lhat she might
hate aspired to be the 'Squire's wife,
and, though sho was as modest and un¬

assuming sa cv ei) lier motlier could de¬
l-ire. she could not but interpret aright
the ,.**quire4s looks and words of admira¬
tion, half veiled though they might be,
and looked upon, by himself at least,
as almost one of his privileges, as

owner of her father's farm. Truth
to tel), Gary Chester had at first little
thought but of admiration of her fresh
young beauty. There was such an

immeasurable distance between them.
he, th*- polished, cultivated man of tho
world, known, even among the line
gentlemen of the day, lor the keenness
of his wit, the merciless satire of his
tongue, the cool, well-bred ease of his
carriage and manner, and she the
daughter of ono of Ins tenants, a simple
village beauty. Certainly lhere could
be but little sympathy between those
two, and Muriel was always abashed
and silent in his presence, Perhaps it
was the very contrast between her and
the courtly beauty he had tlattercd all
his life that made him think of her so

much. At any rate, the 'Squire now
learned that his feelings were stronger
than he had imagined, and that he was

deeply in love almost before he would
acknowledge to himself that he felt
moto than sn ordinary interest in the
farmer'*, pretty daughter.

lt happened thus Ono fair June
evening the 'Squire was strolling by the
rn ci-side, idly slashing at the dowers
within reach of his cane, the quiet sum¬
mer coolness lulling him into a reverie.
Suddenly he heard the sound of voices,
and through the trees discerned two
bguies. il ir heart told him who the
form in the shadow must be, and his
jealous eyes rccognued Tom's bold

?rollie against the darkening sky.
here waa no mistaking the meaning

of the scene. He could just hear
the murmur of their voices, one earnest
and passionate, thc other soft and
sweet. Then he saw Tom bend and kiss
Muriel eagerly many times, and, with a

great oath, he turned away, as they
iame slowly along, anns entwined, in
the first sweetness of their acknow¬
ledged attn.
They knew nothing of the jealous

eyea that were watching them ; they
knew not how the man's cold, aim ex¬
terior bsd been stirred, allowing the
du k, turbulent passion of ho, nature to
assert itsslf.

Little did Tom think of the deadly
peril in which he stood, with the gleam¬
ing barrel of a pistol scarce six feet oil,
bidden in the deep shadow of the copse,
nor how it was Muriel herself who
saved him from a cruel death. Just as

Guy Chester's hand touched the trig¬
ger her scarf ll uttered from her hand.
and, in reaching forward to recover it,
shs paused between her lover and the
band levelled against his life. She was
so near thal he could have touched her,
and the hand that held the pistol trem¬
bled and fell by his side. Ile stood
motionless until they passed out of
Bight, then Hung himself down among
tbe soil grass and terns, startling the
timid bares and sending them otf to
their burrows like young elves.
The moou ross higher and higher,

and looked down with soft pity on the
solitary man, alone with his passionate
Borrow aod anger; thc moon went on
her way, tbe chill of the last hour of
tbe night passed through the wood, and
in the east a low glimmer of 'i-ht told
tbat the ibort summer night was pass¬
ing away.

In tbe gray dawning the 'Squire rose

up. bia face pale and haggard with hu
long watch. Stiff aud cramped, ex¬

hausted from want of food and sleep,
he found his way home at last. fe> .mi¬

na if he should never be the inn he
obos before tbot terrible blow to hil
heart and bis pride, ila lvft tbe tnaiur

tbe next doy, enif during the m-mili,
that elepaed before Muriel's wedding
ho woo in London, it was supposed, for
bit steward and housekeeper ouly beaAl J

af him through the brief directions he

iiocsaionally forwarded with regard to

bis tenants or bia horses.
441 wonder if 'SqoiiVIl be up for the

wedding!"' asid Mother Andrews on

tbs 31st of December; 44 hs took a

night of notice of tbe lase last sum¬

mer."
I'ir husband shook his head.
Master Marlin said a* how tbe

t rtard told him this morning the

'Squire was in landon, and wouldn't be
here at all for the winter; shouldn't
wonder if he was a bit aweet on ber
Himself. Hut it's naught to me or you,
eife, and evil ever cornea of a wagging
tongue." After this leiij-thy speech
he good man took a vigorous pull at

iis pipe, while Hame Andrews bus'b-d
nto the shop to serve lillie Hilly Mar¬
in with a farthing's worth of condy for
linnell, and two dip-csndlsa for his
nother.
".Wrap 'em separate, please," the

mom* requested, fur he knew thc dame
was not over liberal with wrapping-
paper.
At the farm-house Tom and Muriel

were spending their last evening t-**

¦-ether before the wedding. They sit

in the deep window-seat, watching the

¦tars through the uncurtained window,
md talking happily. Mrs. Franklin
teas bustling about the room, busied
with a hundred little odds and ends of
¦rork which must bo done before the
norrow. Dutifully Muriel oll'crcd
.udp, but was sent back to the window
sith a kiss, and when she saw

he tears in her mother's eyes, in spite
if the smile on her lips, she went back
villi her own eyes suspiciously wet,
br this, the first and linal partinj; be-
wccn mother and dau--hter, WI-RRI
xith their hearts; and though Muriel
ooked forward to the morrow as the

.eginning of her own true life, the

.ntry into Paradise that comes to most
if us once in our life, this rather
ceiiird to make her mother's love
learcr to her when she was going out
rom her gentle protection, and the
isrting seemed harder from the very
lappiiiess before snd after it.
Thc lovers went to the door to hear

he knell of the old year and the glad
nils heralding the advent of thu new.

"To-day, my darline, you will be-
ome mine fotever," Tom said, as the
lells chimed out clear on the frosty
ur, "Thus I give you thc first kiss
if tho year," and with tender farewells
ie left her.
She stood al Ike door to watch him

mt of sight. He went along with his
inn, regular step down the path and
.noss thc field; at tho corner leading
nto thc lane he stopped to kiss his
i*ini for the last time, and Muriel
vatched him wistfully, tenderly, for
he loved him very much.
Far down on the horizon rested a

leavy bank of cloud ; before the morn-

ng thc north wind had brought it up
iver the sky, and feathery Hakes were

ailing fast when Muriel awoke in tho
tray dawning of her wedding morning.
Already the household was astir, and
won commenced the merry bustle of
retting tho bride ready. There was

mich girlish laughter and a few quiet
ears before Muriel came into the parlor
n her simple, pure white dress, her
cautiful face softened and tender with
he love that found expression in her
lowncast eyes.
The little procession wended its way

dong the path through the snow but
ust cleared by the sturdy laborers of
he farm. Around and within tho
:hurch door the whole village seemed
ongregated, and, indeed, all but thu
rote young and the very old ba 1 assem-
ded to do honor to their acknowledged
:>clle. The green decorations of Christ¬
mastide were yet fresh and unfaded,
ind the church was aglow with a sud¬
den ray of bright wintry sunshine ns

the procession entered the sacred build¬
ing. There was a hush for a moment
as ihe sweet old hiii.es rang ont and
the hour of 11 sounded from the tower.
A stir rose in the doorway, and peo¬

ple whispered one to another. The
bridal party waited B little apart fruin
the villagers, and the old clergyman,
who almost thirty year* ago had wed¬
ded Muriel's mother to the nan of her
choice, was waitm-' to do the same for
her child. The chillies for the ipiarter
and then for the half hour sound¬
ed, but still they waited anx¬

iously. The bridegroom was not
there. Dame Martin shook her head
ominously and whispered doleful words
in her neighbor's i ar; thc clergyman
talked spurt to William Franklin; Mu¬
riel, palo and anxious, leaned on her
mother's Bim. At last twelve strokes
resounded; the mes;engels had re¬

turned. Tom Ki'lgsvay's house was

shut up and deserted, and no trace ol
him had been discovered.
" Hear friends." said the old clergy*

man, his voice subdued ami tremulous,
" then- is some mistake ; we must have
patience, and trust that this mystery
may bc unravelled before many hour-
he. e passed." Then ho placed his hand
on Muriel's head, gently smoothing tht
shining ringlets: " May Hod comfort
you, dear one, as He alone can, in this
trouble."

ll.
Five years passed slowly away, am

the hope of Boding Tom or gaimin* an-

clew to his fate grew minter and faint
er, even in Muriel's heart. None bu
herself knew how dear he was to her
none but herself could understand th
bitter pint ol'tbe tirst few month-i afte
that sorrowful 1st of January. At Hrs
she had confidently expected to hea
from or of him ; every morning sh
awoke wilh tho thought, " Ile ma,
come to-day ' ; and as the hours pas*
ed on she tasted the heart-sickm**.., ,

hope deferred, and at night she pray*
in ber bitterness of spirit that either hi
might como or that Heaven would i
mercy let her die.
Thus thc first year was a terrihl

strain upon her miud and spirit. Whe
the New Year came agnin her mother'
heart ached to see the change so shoi
a time had made. Muriel had alway
been remarkable furber beautiful wari
color and look of health and happ
ness, but now her face was pale, au
wore a settled look of sorrow ; thei
were even gray threads in her han
glossy and abundant as of old, n
longer suffered to 1-low in ripplto
curls, but braided se*, erely round ht
dainty, well-shaped head.
She bad but the remembrance of

few words Tom had once spoken t
keep her from ainkuig from the wil
unrest of disappointed hope into th
dull apathy of despair.
They had quarrelled one day abon

some tritle. and lom had male hi
peace wilh her when he met her m th
wood, almost BR the spot where the
had plighted their troth to each othei

" I wonder if you could ever forgi
roe?" she had aaid. looking archly a
into his face, and she never forgot th

I tender, loving look on his face as hean
swered earnestly, holding her hands I
bis linn grasp
"My darling, nothing in the worl

tm part bj : 1 love you so much tba
even if the river of death came betweei
us we should meet again at last."
Somehow Muriel afterward lookei

upcu these words as prophetic, and, ii
a dim, i.'tireasoning way, looked foi
their fulfilment.
Thus nearly live years passed, until

oi.« beautiful day in July the father o
Ihe hause was brought home from thi
bay-field by a little band of bis men

TUaC __MLV*»«~

and Mr*. Franklin ara* » wl*°*,l*"li
Muriel was fatherly. Ho had been

struck down in the prime of his man¬

hood. He had l*rt them hale and

hearty, with a stronger arm Mid -fester
power of enduranca th*n half tte young
men round, and was brought hack to

Ila motionless and unconscious for tao

days, then only to revive to hie** them
and give them farewell words of love.

When the head of the little house¬

hold was laid to reat in the peaceful,
quiet churchyard, within sight of the

home where ho had lived and died, the

two women were almost alone in the

world. The farmer was an only son,

with no near kinfolk save his only su¬

ter, Muriel's godmother, who now came

forward to offer Mrs. Franklin ani her

daughter a -hare in her home.
Muriel Franklin had loved her brother

mud), and she welcomed hts dear ones

warmly for his sake ; besides, she was

past tlic prime of life, and, industrious
and energetic spinster as she was, at

times, during thc long summer twilights
or on the stormy winter evenings, when
she passed the hours alone with her

own thoughts, she felt the need of sym¬
pathy and companionship.

[lifer* William Franklin had been

dead a year his gentle wife was laid to

rest ly his side, and Muriel was doubly
orphanctl.

III.
Time passes quickly when hand4 and

luains alike are employed, and for
thru! years Muriel and her aunt livod
their peaceful life.a lilt* of days each
much like another, hut r*a-h with its
own duties and cares and pleasures.

In all these eight years nothing wai

heard, cither directly or indirectly, of
Muriel's lost lore. No word or si.;n
that ho was alive had reached her, and
latterly she aaldOBI spoko of him, for
h tm was almost dead in br heart, and
she learned to think of hun as dead,
and, perhaps, in company wilh h-r
lather and mother beyond the grave.

It wat* a glorious Sunday evening at
ihe end of Aiigui t, and Muriel went to

evening service alone ; for the first time
for many years her aunt was unable to

take her accustomed place ; a slight fall
hud resulted in lameness, and, much
egainst her will, she was obliged to rest
st home.

Towards the (nd nf the service Mu¬
riel noticed that the 'Squire's pew was

occupied for the first time for ninny
years. For a moment she wondered if
it were possible that the 'Squire had
returned, but then she reflected that a

stranger in the neighborhood might
have entered it. and when, after tho
service, she walked down the aisle, the
pew was empty and the curtains were

drawn, as usual. Tho autumn twi¬
light spread a golden mist over the
waving Balda, ripe for tho sickle,
ami thc distant hum of insects came

subdued and faint through the quiet
air. A stillness wholly in harmony
with the Sabbath brooded over all.
Tho royal splendor of sunset yet lin¬
gered in tho weat. Far down on the
horizon it Hamed a clear, bright fire.
Higher it passed.that celestial man¬

tle.through all the grades of scarlet
and purple; through tawny orange,
shading off into mellowest yellow, into
that most beautiful tint, so rare in Bag*
ltsh sunsets, tho clearest, brightest, mist
ethereal shade of transparent green,
and in this was set one bright star.

Muriel walked slowly along, her
sensitive nature keenly alive to the
btauty rind restfulness of tho time.
The glorious strains of the Magnificat
sounded in her cars, and she thought
surely those words were more than
human ; surely, if harmony and poetry
are of Heaven, that song of praise,
wedded to such majestic music, belong
to a higher wot ld than this.

Leaning on the stile, in tho gray-
gloom. Muriel discerned the tiguru of a

tuan; he appeared to bc waiting fur
her, for be came towards her with a

step that was str.iri.ely familiar.
" Good evening ; surely von reuioin-

ber mer" he said, extending his hand.
" The 'Squire 1 " Muriel said invol¬

untarily ; then added "This isa great
surprise! limpe yon have been well
and prosperous these many years."
" As well as I shall ever be. I BOB*

poao," he answered moodily, and walk-
ed by her side in silence.

" will you nut com* in and speak to

By aunt V" she said, breaking the si¬
lence, when they reached the gate; *o
he walked with her into the dim, llow-
er-scented parlor.
As he talked to Miss Franklin, with

more of his old case and polish oT man¬
lier than ha had before shown. Muriel
had leisure, from his seat in tha shadow,
to notice the changes which the years
hat! made ia him. His hair was very-
gray, almost white, and was tied at the
back of his neck with a black ribbon,
after a fashion somewhat antiquated*V*n
then. His face was deeply lined, as if his
life had been hard and his better na¬
ture had had sharp conflicts with the
evil within him. Ile was even more

handsome than in his youth. Muriel
thought, but there was sometimes a

restlessness in his manner, and an un¬

easy motion of his hands when he was

excited or earnest, that norad barpity
strangely. He was a different man
limn tha one she had known.quieter,
sadlier, much older ia face and mind.

After that first Sunday he was a fre¬
quent visitor at the cottage, and spent
long evenings initiating Muriel into thu
mysteries of chess. He hail deter¬
mined to render the manor more habi¬
table after his long absence, and dis¬
cussed all his plans with Miss Franklin
and Muriel. Here the cider woman')

m keen sagacity and prudence were nival
uablo. The 'Squire, anxious as he wa*

if for the good of his taa-Htta and the BB
provetnent ol' the houie of his ancestors
was profoundly ignorant both of thi
character and extent ol' the improve.
¦MBta he knew to be necessary in i

general way.
Unc morning ha asked Mu iel to wall

with him to the manor, to see how thi
work was progressing, and for the firs
time he alluded to her wedding-day.

" You still wear his ring. Von han
not forgotten him in all this tua* I " fi
said suddenly, as they paused in th.
picture-gallery, gently'touching her lef
hand as it rested un his arm.
"No," she answered quietly; »*]

shall nevil forget him; and his rin|
bas never left my hand since lie placet
it there."

'* Vuu tire very constant in your love
1 wonder if you are as constant in dis
like? 1 wonder if you could ever for
gi>e a man who had done you an almas
mortal injury.an irreparable wrong."'

*4 Why do you ask aaa such a strangt
(1116811011'** Nobody has ever offends
me as you suggest. 1 cannot tell ii
what way any one could offend mc be
youd forgiveness."

Muriel was startled at his earnest
ness; but he laughed uneasily, am

changed*the subject by asking her opin
iou as to whether the removal of an oK
tree that obstructed the view from thi
dining-room window would be an itu-
provement.
She said, "Yes, decidedly," am

when she next visited the manor it hac!
iii*appeared, although, when she spoki
of it to her aunt, Miss Franklin hac!
said the 'Squire valued that old tre<
more than any other on the estate, be¬
cause it was associated with ths bright'
est memories of his boyhood and of thc
gentle mother ho had lost when he wa-

quite a child.
Thus it wa* in everything ; Muriel**!
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lightest w-i-b, either ottered or even

implied, bad tbe force of law. Tho
'Squire deferred to her in everything,
but so quietly, and with euch tact, that
she never knew the estentof her power
but by iu results. Yet, in spite of his
constant companionship, in spite ol his
deference and attention, in spite of all
those signs and words that almost any
woman but herself would have inter¬
preted aright, she went on from day to

day, never dreaming of the old feel¬
ings she hsd awakened, never

thinking how dear she was be¬
coming to (iuy ('hester. She had
given up all thought of love
ur marriage for herself when Tom
J'idgwey disappeared ; she indeed al¬
most considered thc thought of such a

thing a desecration, and, as time went

on, she never sighed for the home-love
she had so sadly missed, though she
..slued it more highly, il possible, than
even that of her early friends who re¬

joiced in the love of husband and
children.

The winter naturally interrupted fie
work at the manor, and summer wis

well advanced before thc hst labor *r

finished his work. Muriel had not
visited it fur some time, and one warm

aftcrt o ni the '.**''uire came to take her
over the house now it was completed.

44 If 1 have not your approval I shall
feel that all the work has been wasted."
he said, and she wondered a little at

his earnestness and shrank from meet¬

ing his ci cs. as if she feared to lind a

hi'ldin meaning there. Hut even if

disposed, she could scarcely han- with¬
held her approval. The work hvl been
conducted with exquisite taste; no¬

thing that could be retained had been
(iistuibcd; there had been no wanton
destruction ol' old ideas or picturesque
eilei ts. The only real additions were

the conservatories, which were already
('died wilh a wealth of Hummer blooms.
Mund loved Howers, and was well

-killed in their management.
" \\ hat a Paradise this is already be¬

coming !" she exclaimed, as they
looked down the long vista of green.

" 1 am glad you are pleased with it.
I have taken especial care to haie your
SUggoetiona carried out," and the

'Squire, well satisfied, carried her oft'to
have ti a on the smooth lawn in front of
the house.

After the pleasant meal was over'.
Muriel went to see the new stained-
glaaa window in the picture-gallery.
II looked toward thc west, and the
long. o»k-pancl!cd room was lilied with
u glory of colored light. Muriel stood
by the cushioned window-seat and
watched the effect. In the centre
blazed tho 'Squire's coat-of arms, glo¬
rious in gleam of gold and bravery of
ooloo, with thc motto below :

"" In life,
hope."

"I have often been sustained by
those words." <iuy ('hester said, gen¬
tly drnwing her down to thc seat be¬
side him. " Tor ten years, Muriel.
I have had but one faint hope to cheer
nie, without which 1 verily believe I
should have died."

44 You loved your home sn much,
and yet you stayed away so many
years! "

.41 loved my home, as you say ; but
it was not the hope of seeing that
which sustained me ; I could have re¬

turned whenever I wished ; it was the
far ibaier hope of again seeing the
woman 1 loved."

Muriel knew.she could not but
know.the meaning of his words ; -he.
tried to rise, bot he caught her hands
and plended his cause, with impassioned
earnestness.

''My darling, you must have seen

how I hue you. I ha\e striven to let
you see how dear you are tv) mc. Do
not let nie despair.only give nie one

word of hope, and I will wail as long
as you like. I will accept any condi¬
tion yen may propose, so long as you
promise to be mine at lust. Muriel,
my dearest love, yon cannot tell what
I have suffered all this time. I went

away because I dared not look upon
your happiness. 1 bave sufferedmuch,
and done that 1 would give world* to
recall, for love of you. Surely, you
will give mo the little hope I ask."

Hi- paused, lor Muriel was weeping
silently ; her thoughts flew back, a*

they often did, to ber first lover, and
she said, brokenly:

.. l on are very good. I never thought
if tbi.if 1 had but known-"
"dh. my dalling, do not bid me de

spair 1" be interrupted. "1 can wai;
for your answer; I will not urge ii
now; speak to your aunt before yoi
decide. I will come for my answer to
morrow." and with a long, tender kisi
00 the hand he lind hell all the time ii
bi*, he left her.

Muriel went home with her brain ii
a tumult. She was too agitated t<

think; she could not collect he:
thoughts nor analyze her own heart.

Miss Franklin was at the door, am

her quick,eye discerned the traces o

tears on her niece's face.
44 Come in, my dear; I can gue.*-

what has happened," she said in he
firm, gentle voice, and she listenei
while Muriel told her.

Mi.-s Franklin was not taken by BRI
prix*. *hc only wondered that the "S*'uir
had not spoken before, and she espouse
his cause warmly.

" My dear. I cannot think it righ
that should let your obi line stand ii
the way. ion must not (Taste you
life for the sake of one bitter sorrow."

.¦ Bot, aunt, my life is not wasted
1 am quite contented and happy wit!
you."

" Muriel, my dear, I do not want yo
to imagine for a moment that I am tire
of your companionship. 1 do ROtltROl
what I should do \\ ithout you, but yo
must remember that I am not a youn
woman. In all hnmonprobability yo
have many years of life to live after
have cone. Beeidee, you must think
little of thc 'S.|uire. ile love* you vcr

much, and I fully believe you would b
hippy with him."

So. by dint of lining counsel an
faithful advice. Miaa Franklin gaiue
the 'S.'Hire's cause ; and in the mon

mg. when he (ame for his answer, li
found Muriel alone, and one glance i
her blushing face laid him the truth.

" So you have learned to love me a

last, my own .sweetheart," he *.*ud. Ol
i.ltuiaJy ; and she answered shyly, ht
heart tilled with sweet content";
"Yes, Gay; I love you now, i

last."

IV.
Kor thirty years she was his faithfi

wife, loving him and caring for hil
with a beautiful, single-hearted devi
tion, and at last bade him farewel
She was buried in the stately famil
vault of the Chesters; and her sorrow
ful husband, a/ter the funeral, wai
dered through the house disconsolatt
mourning the lost sunshine of his lift
They found him next morning kneelin
by the window-seat in the gallen
where he had tirst told his love, ht
feeble hands outstretched in praver-
dead.
A distant kinsman, whose name eve

was strange in the little village, ha-
tened to claim his inheritance. Whil
all that was mortal of tho 'Squire sti
kept awful state in the adjoining roon
they searched among his papers for
will, and in a secret drawer in his des
they found a sealed paper bearing o
Ihe outside a date nearly twenty yeai
hack. They opened it. wondering whi
it could be ; and this, comuiencin

.bruptly without titi* or prefix, ia what
they found l

V.
'.This will not be known until I *.»

dead, when I can no longer care what
nten say, when the opinion of the world
will be absolutely nothing to me.

flin the dist December, 17., I

came back from London unexpectedly.
1 went to thc manor, but my house¬
keeper was away at some neighbor's
house, ami I restlessly made up my
mind to return tn London without
making my visit known. I wa* madly
in love, and had been living fast and
drinking deeply to drown my sorrow.
As I wslkcd moodily along I heard
a merry, careless whistle, and my
successful rival. Tom Ridgway, turn¬

ed into the lane a few yards ni

front of me. Ile was walking
along heedlessly, and ran again it

mc in the darkness. My sullen tem¬

per was roused, anti I turned with
an oath at his carelessness ; h* was sur¬

prised io seo me, and not being dis-

prtsed to quarrel on the night before, his
wedding, extended his hand with a

merry word of greeting. I think the
sight of his happiness roaaod all the
evil of roy nature. I ha I been drink¬
ing decpls during the early part of the

dsy ; my neart seemed filled with ha¬
tred of the bright young fellow beside
me, and with another oath I rai-ed my
clenched fist and struck hi rn a cowardly
blow.

.' He fell heavily, stunnrd. ami struck
his heail against a stone. Tho re I stream
of blood recalled me to myself. I
tticl to rouse him, tried to make him
drink some of the brandy I had fallen
into tho habit of carrying with mc. but
all to no purpose. A harribl* fear
.cued me. I toro open his shirt and
tried to discern tho beating of his
heart, but my hand was tremulous,
a:ul I could not stoaly it suHicietitly
to bel any motion, ami in de-pair
I sank down beside him. It Ind

ii.iiii'iiced to snow anne time before,
si.d this deadened thc sound of ap¬
proaching footsteps until I dimly saw

the figure of a man co Biog toward me.

la the instant of time that elapsed be¬
fore I was discovered, the conse¬

quences of the deed I hail done flashed
across my mind. I was a murderer,
and the penalty of dis-uv cry was death.
AN ith a throb of relief I tc-

eognizod my own confidential ser¬

vant. I hurriedly explained. -Th. re

baa been an accilent; this man

has had a bad fall ; his head
must be looked to at once.' Peters wa-

a man of few words, h seemed to know
b' vv affairs stood, and by his direction
I stanched the How of blood from Ton
Ridgway'* head, and b mnd it up with
my handkerchief. Tuen wc carried
hun to a little cotta.e belonging to Pe¬
ters, whero wc passed the night, and in
tho rooming started fur Lunion. It
took us several days t > get there, as wo

B ere compelled to travel slowly, and
all thc time, although he was alive, the
siiflcrer never regained conscionsnosc,
"Thc London physician shook hts

bead, 4It is oaly a qusstion of time.
1 can give little hope of his recovery.'
Like every budy else, he believed the
? ."rv we told nf a fa'l from a horse,
lie had no reason to do lb!.uch acci-

i.ts were common enough. Peter*
aad myself alone knew the truth, and
he "lily knew a part, 1'or bc believed tb*
injury had been inflicted in a fair fight.
He did not know I had strurk down a

defenceless man.

1 he agony I suffered during those
terrible days was unspeakable. At
oitc moment 1 was buoyed up by thc
hope that he would recover, and then
n.y nason reasserted itself, and I sank
into such utter despair that the idea of
suicide began to take possession of my
Blind. W-ikingand Bleeping, the thought
haunted me. I pictured tn myself with
horrible reality every detail nf my own

-elf-murder. I imagined what people
would say when they found my body,
A ..-sin and again I rehearsed th* s,-i¦in'

with tho minute fidelity of a morbid
imagination, until I was little moro than
a mailman.
"One evening Peters told BM thal

Tom Ridgway had bean eraring to see

mc for some time, and the physician
thought it would bo better to gratify
his wi»h. Much as I shrank from MO*
ing the man I had injured, I could give
im reason for refusing that would not,
I imagined, arouse suspicion.

.' Tom Ridgway raised himself ia Um
bed when I entered the room, and I wai
startled at the change in him. Hi*head
was enveloped in white bandages,
ami his face -._s ghastly and drawn,
Put it was tua eyes that attracted mo,
Pe looked al me with a vacant, terri¬
ble stare.such a look as one might set

in the eyes of a corpse that had been
startled back to life by som* drcaii
si.tniiii'iis. Eve* now. after BO main

vears. I sometimes start from myalecf
with a cry. imagining that I again en

counter that unearthly gaza ; even now

I feel the thrill of horror that rar

through me as I approa-hed the btd
He spoke to me rapidly, eagerly, in i

low voice, but with distinct utterance
.. * I have waited for you along time

Voa have come at last.just in time
Promise.promise !' He clutched mj
band with his Angara and directed upoi
BM that unceasing gate. Promts..
promise ! ¦ ha repeated, and. feeling a

il under some strange magnetic influ¬
ence, I saiil breathlessly :

..' I will promise whatever you dc
eire."

Promise that you will never t*l
what has happened; promise on you
soul that you will never roresj this t

any lninj; being.to any creature ii
tho world.'

.¦ Ile held me with siiperhuma
strength. Still his eyes looked ml
u me. Faint and exhaii-ted, 1 **i
slowly i

.. . I proaai**.1
"His hands relaxed their hold, h

lill heavily baan, ami a gray
crept over his face. He was dead.

.'The physician saul he died deli
iii us. and I did not contradict him.
ive nover breathed to living soul th

thing I promi.-ed to keep ur. -¦

but it ha. Bmbittorod my life. Many
many times have I striven to gain iou'

Bg* to -OBMS* all and rid my mind c
the horrible incubus; but that tlrea
st cm- ba* ri**fl before my eyes, anti th
ileadnianhitiiM lt'-i em, tohaveordatuu
that I should tear thc burden of m
secret crime to the end of my hie.

" 1 have nothing more to write, bul
a:ter 1 am dtad, whoever discovers thi
can last ihe truth of this confossior
\S e bi ought the body away from Lot
don as secretly as we conveyed tb
tiling niau thither, and at dead of aigt
Peters ami I opened the vault of th
( hesters, ami there, if you would ear
ft- ibis, you will tlnd ihe coffin of Toi
Ridgway, the man I kill d.''

VI.
They did \erify thc story when th

'Squire himself was taken to the vault
and they found the rough collin, will
out name-plate or mark of any kin'
Bad they did not disturb it. AH ti
a, tots in the scene had gone before th
highest tribunal, for Peters died befoi
the 'Squire returned from his wandei
jugs, and nothing could bc gained b
making the story known. So few eve
of tie inhabitsnts of Wrayton-undei
Hill knew the true version, nor ho*
afier so many years, Tom Ridgway'
words were fulfilled :

.. 1 love you so much that, even
ile river of death came between us, w
should meet again at last."

FOR THE LADIES.
SOME FALL FASHIONS.

»f«nii-li> Mini, ror Autanin *rUilla»rT.
>.,.*l.|. . H. Hr... labrlr. and 4 ...lum'..

lhere is no article of feminine attire
tha' appeals mon* directly to a woman's
heart than becoming headgear, and the
tirst consideration after a return from
hi a-side or mountain resort is to replace
the defaced and faded representative of
what was a charming summer hat or

bonnet. The modistes and importers
hate been busy during the season past,
and a most bewildering array of fabrics
and endless novelties are ready for in¬

spection. Although too early for autumn
openings it is not too soon to note the
(( miig styles in materials, shape*, ate.,
si d to tell what will be worn. The
I onnets are small and narrow, thc sides

very close to ths head, with a small
crown of the horseshoe shape. In many
of the imported bonnets these crowns

sre made entirely of beads, and tho
nen rosary wooden beads, plum, steel,
jet, or copper being used. In others
the shape ta only outlined with tho
beads, tho ode*t * being Bniohed to cor¬

respond. The front edgOfl of tho bon¬
nets ate very full ; they are ti ot in¬
tended to rest Hat upon the hair, but
aie raised by a bonded cornet or by a

puff of velvet, which is very high in

tho mnl.ile and close on thc sides. The
trimming is massed op high directly
Open the t..p, and increasing in height
tao ard th back.

Kelt bonnet* are th.- Iir*t choice for
tl ¦ early autumn. The most fashi ma¬

ble Of these are trimmed with ribbons
aloof..a .-eur style, but beelining to

youthful faces, and one that requires
tho sl.ill of a finished modiste to arrange
iitistically. The lu a\y repped ribbons
ira most popular, either of the
color as tho bonnet or ol a pretty con-

IfBBting shade selected to hirinoiii/i-
with thc costume.

VRLVKT BOWWKtB.
Velvets are to be tho popular choice

for bonnets. Never have these boen
shown in such a variety of colorings
mnl styles; plain and embroidered,
shaded, striped, bended, ami repped form
some of the varieties. Plush ia also to
bc u*ed both for trimming and entire
bonnets and hats. Thegraoteet novelty
is embroidered cloth. This can be
utilized for bonnets to wear with any
wool costume, but is especially designed
tor tho embroidered cl ith dresses that
ate par excellence to be thecosti sat for
the winter.

Tinsel is a prominent feature in all
fabrics prepared for bonnets; gold is
not OBmach seen as it has been, copper,
siher, and lead being foremost. They
Bro not BB flaring as gilt and will b*
more generally popular. There are
also novel metallic combinations, bo U
a* gilt ribbon studded with small loo I.
Cl pper, or Jot beads, willi larger li toted
beads at tho edge.
A novel feature in the new styles for

millinery is the combination of wo >1
and silk. Thereore ribbons with alter.
mile stripes of wool, plush, and *atin ;

others show a velvet strips and one ol
woollen lace, in which B gilt thread is
introduced, leather* are in en Hess
varisty; quills, ostrich-tips, aud i

thero of every known ami unknown
bird aro shown. Large birds are al-..)
to bo worn, bloch birds, swallows, and
sea-gulls being the moot sought after.

M.u i Ai'.iurs.

New fabrics for costumes are daily-
appearing. The success of canvas foi
summer gowns has caused the manufa
tiners to bring out a wool material
suitable for winter wear. At a tirst
gi itu cone wool imagine it was a thin
texture, with a lining of a darker or

contrasting abode. Such, however, ii
i . the cose, thc two apparently di*a*in<-t
surfaces bein'* woven together. Thia
is to be mode up with plain goods ol
a solid color. Stripes ap- sh lani
in endless variety. There ar*.

I ad ones, narrow, medium, and fl

mere luster of threads, willi
wide one intervening; also, alternatt
s*:-i.< i cn grounds of a totally different
nii.re. These are _!-o made up wit!

] lain material, combination costumes
rontinuing quite as popular as the*
1 a;\e been. Colored velvets with shot
ti: d shaded stripes an- very dosirabh
I.*,bries ; the new Bays '.ere rel mtine
ere al*., popular. Veloutine is a tbi.-k
.-..ft. largely-repped silk, which ha* thi

..I u*iry velvet, lt drapes grace
fi Hy, and would retrira a plain il¬
ls to be unrecognizable, as they an
sm lish nn»i novel.
Gowns imported from Peris are re

ii ark nillo for tin- manipulation o

*Mi;e-, which are certain in some part
of the gown to be placed vertically
I he -kirt is of plain goods, or if verj
much desired by a young girl tin
stripes ore used horizontally, but th
overskirt, which falls in heavy pleat* a

the back, in front is caught into tin
waistband, forming a diagonal apron
Snd b. nenth is another apron cut on th
eroos.

Judging from French gowns, th
arm-holes are once more to be puffed
and to make the draping of skirts per
fectly bucci *sful they are first sewn t'
the waistband straight all round atn

then literally cut with acisooroonth
Man 11, BO that they are short herc BRI
1 rog there, as rei-uired. The mos
lucceesfhl treatment is where the up
per drapery is short on the hips am
falls in a frill-like fashion, produced b;
cutting.

\ style of dross coming in vogue fo
evening costume for winter and likel;
to be adopted by the ultra-fashionabl
ia composed of thc richest brocade au

gold and silver stuffs. The back is
redingote, falling in thick, heavy toidi
ai.l lying well on the ground. Th
1 oilice is clooe*fitting at the back, bu
in front, from shoulder to hem. it form
a straight piece on either side over

distinct petticoat of lace. A bolt cor
tines tho front, but the lace is shape
for the bodice and is fastened up ove
the belt when it is secured. There i
a large sash at the side. The lining
Bro all perfumed.

KA-iiu v- FOR rnii.l'KFW
''hildren are wearing killed Mothe

Ii* bbard*, made of flannel both Stripe
and plain.

It is not unusual now to sew linn:
some lave of ury light texture to th
upper part of the glove, so that it wi
uAier reach the shoulder.
W bite cloth nflPtniRBB handsomel

bordered with Kussian sable-fur ar

promised for winter -arriage costume:
Ordinary white cloth gowns will b
worn late in the season and will prov
attractive house-wear during the wintei

There are several novelties in crep
li.-*c and other fancy neckwear, bi
they are reserved for afternoon an

evening wear and are seldom worn i
the street. Many of these ruches hav
embroidered edges finished oil" wit
small pearl beads and some in pal
blue, pink, violet, and delicate yellow
as well as in the ordinary cream colo
and white. The colored ruches loo
unusually effective when used as trai:

ming for pale-colored satin*, brocade-
and tulles, and it is now considere
more elegant to use a ruche the shad
of the gown instead of the ordtnar
white so long in fashion.

Patent-leather shoes are fashionabl
for the house, cut very low and s.- ire

by a black ribbon across the in stet
With these only black stockings ar

worn, although occasionally dark Mu

or green are need with toilettes of these
colors. Black stockings are preferred,
except the toilette ht of some very pale
color or white, and even thenblntk ia
BOOd if the stockings do not match ex¬

actly.
Travelling dresses will be much need¬

ed this month. These eorttuine* are in¬
variably of woollen goods. They are

very popular trimmed with velvet.
'1 his can be aood elaborately, of pice
goods or merely in rows of ribbon vel¬
vet pilton in place of a galoon, with
cuffs, vest, and collar of thc soli I.

Many costumes have a capo of velvet
added to them.

J At KITS.

Fvery class of jacket is in vot^ue,
sfitne having lb* appearance of an open
psletot, worn over a well fitting waist¬
coat. The jersey cloth bodice is too
convenient a corsage to be easily relin¬
quished, and will be much worn, bat
always nellly braided, as the plain, un¬

trimmed jerseys are justly condemned.
\ IflBOOt all of them now have vests of
a contrasting fd >r.

drear, disitlion will be BOodod hy
th* wcatara ofhorisoatal itripaa. Th**'
are becoming to very tal. aad lian l*f
figure*, but when adopted by ladk
medium or low atatara they ure apt to
give too rotund an appearance, an affect
which can only bc remedied by the
draperies of th* lun-oafalling over and
obliterating the lines in parts, so that
they ate nowhere seen in their full ex¬

tent from the waist to the cilge.
A lew costume is made ot tori/ tu¬

tsi strip**, combined with plain ¦

as follow* A plain full skin ot' blue
gm-'-grain. with boriaoBtal beads ni tw
st ida* nf nasturtium alor, a dark ri -li
I ruwn itt the centre, and dark gold
color "ti each aida "f it. The tu:
ol blue woollen nat-worh material,
full and draped, but sh irt on th* left
aid*, and terminating in a long-pointed
end. A simlar but shorter *nd sturts
from the right aide of th* toarnuae, t

tlte two are knotted together bel >w tb*
hip on the right snit*, the pointed en ls
being lipped with yellow and brown
tassel*. At the ha. k is a long full
drapery nf the wool. The tight-'
jai kel i-, oi -ilk. border* 1 with a

band resembling those on the skirt. It
is cut square on the chet and th* righi
front crosses over and is fsstenc 1 "ti

the left side. From this p
jscket opens again, showing a full
cl lt.! ttte Wooli, ll net CUt With
tuiuc. 'lin- sleeves and neck are

trimmed with a colored band in th*
ino nasturtium b i ic-.
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